Diploma Course in Human Rights

The course

The course is structured towards raising awareness on concepts of human rights, the mechanisms in place, issues relating to rights of vulnerable groups of persons and contextual issues relating to human rights. The design allows for a process of dialogue, sensitization and individual critical reflection.

The aim of the course is firstly, the facilitation of attitudes of tolerance and understanding and secondly the empowering of civil society.
Course layout

Part 1
Concepts of Human Rights 


Historical development of Human Rights  
Part 2
International human rights framework


conventions/treaties


Mechanisms/procedures
Part 3
Domestic human rights framework


Legal framework


Institutions

Governance and Participation 


Constitutionalism
Part 4 
Civil and political rights 


Economic social and cultural rights 
 

Part 5
 Rights of vulnerable/marginalized groups


Women’s rights, 


Child rights, 


Rights of IDP’s

Workers’ Rights 

Minority Rights 


Language Rights 
Part 6
International Humanitarian Law 

Part 7 
New challenges to the protection of Human Rights  
Part 8 
Environmental Rights 


Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 

 
Part 9
Corporate Social Responsibility 
Panel of Resource Persons include
· Prof Harendra  de Silva, Professor of Paediatrics, Faculty of Medicine Ragama & Founder Chairman of NCPA
· Dr. Mario Gomez, Human Rights Lawyer and Member, Law Commission of Sri Lanka
· Mrs Shyamala Gomez, Gender Advisor, Office of the United Nations Residence Coordinator 
· Mr. Harsha Fernando, Advisor, Asian Development Bank 
· Mr. Shavindra Fernando, Legal Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
· Mr. Rohan Edrisinha, Director –Legal Dept. , Center for Policy Alternatives

· Mr. Ravi Algama, Attorney-at-Law 
· Ms. Yuresha Fernando, Attorney at Law
· Mr. S. Thurairajah , Deputy Solicitor General, , AG’s Dept 

· Dr. Prathibha Mahanamahewa, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, University of Colombo 

· Mr. Rukshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law

· Ms. Menique Amarasinha, Head, IDP Unit, UNHCR 
· Ms. Lakmini Seneviratne, Lecturer in Law, University of Colombo 
· Ms. Dinesha Samararatne, Lecturer in Law, University of Colombo 
· Ms. Ermiza Tegal, Attorney-at-Law
· Ms. Sharmeela Rasul, National Coordinator, Access to Justice Project, UNDP  
Logistics
Sessions
-
will be held from9:00am to 1:00pm on Saturdays 
Duration


-
six months 
Date of commencement 
- 
12th September 2009 
Institute of Human Rights

42, Skelton Road

Colombo 5
Tel/Fax : 011 2502703
Email    : engdip@ihrsrilanka.org   






